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3rd  Quarter 2009 

WWW.SenateDistrict10.com 

 
     

Dear Republican Friend, 

At the September  26th State Republican Executive Committee 

(SREC) meeting, Republican Party of Texas Chairman, Tina 

Benkiser, resigned to become a senior advisor with Governor 

Perryôs campaign.  The State Republican Executive Committee held 

a special meeting on October 24th and elected Cathie Adams the 

RPT Chairman.  Cathie has resigned her positions of  Republican 

National Committeewoman from Texas and President of Texas 
Eagle Forum. The SREC will elect a new National Committee-

woman from Texas at our December 5th meeting.  Phyllis Schlafly, 

President of Eagle Forum, appointed former Tarrant County Repub-

lican Party Chairman, Pat 

Carlson, as the new President of Texas Eagle Forum.  It 

is a privilege to serve you through our Party as we seek 

to  elect conservative elected officials and see that con-

servative legislation is passed.  

Very Truly Yours, 

 

 

Leslie Recine 

State Republican Executive  

Committeewoman, Senate District 10* 

Leslie@LeslieRecine.com  email    

www.SenateDistrict10.com website 

817-925-3420 cell phone 

   

      

Grassroots Focus on Leigh Wambsganss  

 

 Hello fellow Republicans of SD 10.  I am Leigh Wambsganss 

(womz-gonz).  Leslie asked me to tell you about myself, so here goes:   

I am originally from Roanoke, Virginia, moved to Lawton, Okla-

homa, in the third grade when my father was transferred to Fort Sill 

by the U.S. Army.  I received my undergraduate degree in Broadcast 

Journalism from Central State University in Edmond, Oklahoma and 

began my career as the main news anchor and producer at CBS affili-

ate KREX TV in Grand Junction, Colorado.   

I left television news to work on Congressman Scott McInnisô 1994 

re-election campaign for what was then Coloradoôs 3rd District.  

After a landslide win, I worked in his district office where I handled 

constituent relations and casework on a corporate level for the Bureau of Land Management, 

U.S. Forest Service, Internal Revenue Service, Federal Aviation Administration and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (to name a few) for the Western Slope of Colorado.  In my spare 

time, I ran a highly successful anti-incorporation campaign in Grand Junction.  In 1996, I was 

recruited to come to Texas as Finance Director for Ed Harrisonôs congressional campaign.                             

   (continued on page 2)    

 

 

 

 

Tarrant County SREC Members:  (Left to right) 

Matt Hayes & Leslie Recine, SD10, Jean McIver, 

SD12, Cathie Adams, RPT Chairman, Robin Arm-

strong, M.D., RPT Vice Chairman, Jane Burch & 

Tim Hoy, SD9 at the Oct. 24th SREC  meeting. 

   Leigh Wambsganss 

mailto:Leslie@LeslieRecine.com
http://www.senatedistrict10.com/
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Grassroots Focus on Leigh Wambsganss (continued from page 1)  

 

 

Unfortunately Ed lost that second try against well funded Democrat Martin Frost ï but it was the third largest 

grossing challenger race in the nation.  

 

Following that race, I spent several years in Corporate America in the Telecommunications Industry managing 

philanthropic efforts, executive speech writing and company-wide strategic human resources communications 

for then GTE.  During that time I obtained my Master of Arts in Organizational Management from Dallas Bap-

tist University.  I now own Southlake Realty in Southlake, TX (www.southlakerealty.com).   

 

I have served as Southlakeôs Precinct 3359 Chair since 2002 and currently serve as the Legislative Committee 

Chair for the North Texas Republican Women.  I am a founding member of SPARK ï Students and Parents 

Against Risks to our Kids, where I served on the Sexual Predator Committee with Southlake Police officials 

helping draft a new ordinance strengthening our protections of children against sexual predators.  In 2008, I co-
ran the Southlake effort against Chapter 143, which we defeated handily.  Since then I have served as keynote 

speaker about Texasô Chapter 143 law, explaining how it takes public safety decisions away from the municipal 

taxpayer, which goes against my belief that the best form of government is that which is closest to the people.  In 

conjunction, I have also spoken about the dangers of the proposed Federal Collective Bargaining Bill (HR 413), 

which basically federalizes municipal public safety.  I am the Texas Chapter President of the CP80 Foundation 

(www.cp80.org), which is an organization dedicated to protecting children and families from online pornography 

through many means, one of which is the Internet Community Ports Act (ICPA).  I have spoken to pastor groups 

and the Northeast Tarrant County Mayors group about the ICPA in an effort to garner grassroots support.  Spring 

2009 I testified before the Technology, Economic Development and Workforce committee in Austin on HCR 54, 

which states that Texas supports a technological solution to unwanted and unsolicited online pornography.  I am 

a staunch supporter of Knights Quest Ministries (www.knightsquest.org) because they work every day to protect 

families from internet predators and pornography.   

 

I am also proud to say that in April 2009 myself and two other individuals threw the Southlake Tea Party, which 

resulted in over 2,500 attendees ï and get ready, because weôre doing it again in 2010! 

 

I am married to an amazing man, Andy Wambsganss.  We have two wonderful boys, Walker (6) and Joshua (4) 

and we are members at The Met church (www.metchurch.org) in Keller.  We are blessed beyond belief and 

thank God each and every day for this country.  We work very hard to honor and uphold the Constitution and 

support candidates and issues that do so as well.  We are raising our children with a keen understanding that 

freedom isnôt free and we all have a responsibility to vigilantly uphold and defend the United States Constitu-

tion.   

 

 The Tarrant County Republican Party Headquarters Has Moved! 

  

   TCGOP Ribbon Cutting & Open House   

  Saturday, December 12, 2009     10 a.m. ï Noon 

   2405 Gravel Drive  Fort Worth  76118 

   Please RSVP to Karen@tcgop.org 

  New Phone:  817-595-0303    New Fax:  817-595-2690 

http://www.cp80.org/
http://www.knightsquest.org/
http://www.metchurch.org/
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Tarrant County Republican National Hispanic Assembly  

by Ruben Jimenez, Jr. , President  

2009 TCRNHA Officers & Officers 

from the Texas Latino National Repub-

lican Coalition at theNovember 24, 2009 

meeting:  (Left to right) David 

Halvorson, Artemio Temo Muniz  

Ruben Jimenez, Jr., Melissa Salas Blair, 

& Eric Garza  

 The Tarrant County Republican Hispanic Assembly is in its 13th year.  Still many 

Hispanics do not know about us.  At the present time we are trying to change this 

by reaching out to the community.  We still have a large group of members who 

have remained with us through the years.  We feel that the best way to reach out is 

by people meeting people who are of like mind and spirit so that we will be able to 
grow beyond our imagination.  Recently we have received a real ñRepublican Vita-

min B-12;ò by that I mean we have had the pleasure of getting to know a very ener-

getic conservative young woman by the name of Melissa Blair.  What a refreshing 

light she has been to our organization.  Lately we have turned back to the neighbor-

hoods trying to find those who are conservative like us, and grow our membership.  

We are reaching out in all directions; we now have a website which was created by 

Ray Davis, www.goprnhatc.org. We are also on Facebook, and Melissa Blair runs 

an updated blog.  Ms. Blair also writes articles for the Americano, an internet con-

servative website.  Check us out and join our group.  We have always said, ñwe are 

a small but mighty groupò! 

      

  Reagan Legacy Republican Women  

  by Merri Easterly, President  

  

In November 2003, Deanna Zimmerman, Kathy Leake (now Hall) and Delores 

Pell met at the Shady Valley Golf Club to discuss the idea of forming a new Re-

publican womenôs club in Arlington.  This meeting ended with a consensus that 

the motivation and guiding principal for the proposed new club should be based 

on Ronald Reaganôs 11th Commandment philosophy:  ñThou shall not speak ill of 

a fellow Republican.ò 

 

The three original founding members met again in December, 2003 and January, 

2004, with two new founding financial members, Susan Wright and Kathryn 

Wilemon.  They discussed and acted on the final preparatory steps needed for 

federated status by the Texas Federation of Republican Women at their January 

board meeting.  To this end, Delores Pell obtained the New Club Kit; Deanna 

Zimmerman set up and registered the club PAC with TEC; Kathy Leake spent an 

extraordinary amount of time and effort with the TFRW Bylaws VP, attempting to gain approval on the new clubôs bylaws, 
as this approval was necessary before the TFRW Board would grant club status.  Kathy received final approval on the very 

day that Delores and Deanna left for the board meeting in Austin.  Reagan Legacy Republican Women was unanimously 

approved by the TFRW Board of Directors on January 23, 2004. 

 

At the first meeting of the Reagan Legacy Republican Women on February 26, 2004, the keynote speaker was WBAP talk 

show host Mark Davis.  The meeting place was the Texana Grill in Arlington.  The new club officers were installed by the 

TFRW President, Taffy Goldsmith.  Those officers were Kim Keeton, President; Victoria Myers, 1st VP; Kathy Leake, 2nd 

VP; Deanna Zimmerman, Treasurer; and Judy Caster, Secretary.  Delores Pell accepted the position of Awards Chairman 

and also agreed to assume the duties of Campaign Activities until the chairman returned from her medical leave.         

     (continued on page 4) 

 2009 RLRW Officers:  (Left to 

right) Brenda Hayes, Michelle Purgason, 

Merri Easterly, Kim Keeton & Carol Daley  
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The first meeting was a smashing success, with a dramatic increase in membership that day.  In 

fact, several ladies heard of the meeting by listening to the Mark Davis Program that morning and literally 

walked in off the street to join the club.  By the second meeting in March, the club had already established fund-

ing for the scholarship account, collected Easter baskets for the Night Shelter, and had formed and signed a team 

for the Race for the Cure event on April 10. 

 

The formation of this Republican club has again demonstrated that a small, yet determined group can achieve 

amazing things in a short time. 

 

This history of Reagan Legacy Republican Women was written by Delores Pell in December, 2006. 

 

Currently, Reagan Legacy Republican Women meets at noon on the 4th Thursday of the month at Macaroni Grill 

on I-20 at Cooper in Arlington.  (We do not meet during the summer months.)  Our purpose is to provide a fo-

rum to promote conservative principles and to work to elect the Republican Partyôs nominees.  We strive to pre-

sent excellent programs that speak to the important issues of our time.  We welcome all Republican women to 

join us in this important endeavor. 

 

Reagan Legacy Republican Women  

by Merri Easterly, President    (continued from page 3)  

  Congratulations, Beryl!  

Beryl Dowd, Texas Federation of Republican Women Deputy President for Sen-

ate Districts 10 & 12, was named one of ñ10 Outstanding Women for TFRWò at 

the TFRW State Convention in Galveston  November 14th.  Beryl is very deserv-

ing of the honor.   

(Left to right) Toni Anne Dashiell, TFRW President, Beryl Dowd,  

Sue Lynch, NFRW President-elect & actress Janine Turner 

 Beryl  Dowd & Leslie 


